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of the Emperor Tung-chi he had hastened to enthrone
the boy Kwang-Su. In 1884 he had learnt that the
Mahdi had planted the head of General Charles George
Gordon on the walls of Khartoum.

Ten years later the Chinese-Japanese war revealed
that Li Hung Chang had failed to create a useful army.
He left the country and toured Europe and the United
States. In 1900 he became Viceroy of Canton. What
had happened between the Dowager Empress, Kwang-
Sun, his erstwhile puppet, and Yuan Shi Kai the hated,
he had not been able to prevent. His influence had
vanished. But now when the Dowager-Empress saw
that the " Boxer " rebellion which she had favoured
so graciously, endangered her rule, she remembered
the man who had crushed the Taiping revolt

Li Hung Chang was very old and very tired. But
he hadn't forgotten the ways of Captain Gordon, Tseng
Kue Fan and his other teachers. Under his hand, not
afraid of blood, the ill-organized, anarchistic "Boxer"
rebellion crumpled.

The hardest days of his life began, the negotiations
with the arrogant Western barbarians, who were
commanded by a man whose Kaiser had screamed:

" They will tremble before us as people once
trembled before the Huns. * Prisoners will not be
taken. No quarter will be given."

They had the guns. Cursing the shortsightedness
of the Dowager Empress and Yuan Shi Kai who hacl
thought the " Boxer" propaganda a good safety valve
for the discontent of the people, he had to agree, to sign
and seal a most humiliating peace treaty. In the same
year, on the 7th November, Li Hung Chang died.